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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time maybe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 Responsive to oommunication(s) filed on 05 September 2008 . 
2a)EI This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-36 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction Is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendments 

This is in response to tine amendments filed 09/05/08. Claims 1, 6-9, 12, 17-20, 
29-34 and 36 are amended. Claims 1-36 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

Amended Claims 1-36 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: Originally presented 
claims 1-36 were directed to storing game fault/failure/crash data on a removable 
storage medium. This is classified in 463/43 Newly presented claims 1-36 now claims 
storing an element of a gaming system operatively coupled to a wagering gaming 
apparatus collected for configuring other gaming apparatus classified in 463/20,21 . 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, the new amendments are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP§821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1 . Claims 1-36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morrow 
at al. ("Morrow") US Publication No. 2004/0054952 A1 and further in viewof Sarbin et 
al. ("Sarbin") US Patent No. 5,179,517. 

2. Morrow discloses: 

a. A gaming machine system comprising a display unit that is capable of 
generating video images (Fig 4), a value input device (Fig 4 Par. 0057), a storage 
device adapted to read from and write to a removable storage memory (Claim 
100, 106 Page 2 Par. 0013). 

b. Morrow's Par. 001 3 teaches that the removable storage memory 
(persistent memory) could either be a type DVD, CD, floppy, a removable hard 
disk, zip disk, flash memory or a hard card device. 

c. A controller operatively coupled to said display unit, said value input 
device and storage device said controller comprising a processor and a memory 
operatively coupled to said processor (Page 7 Par 0056-0059). 

d. Said controller being programmed to directly store information regarding 
said gaming apparatus on said removable storage memory that is different from 
the memory coupled to the processor (Claim 100, 106 Page 2 Par. 0013 Page 7 
Par 0056-0061). 

e. The removable storage memory is a persistent storage media as 
shown in par 13. There is no requirement for the removable storage 
memory to be the same as the system's memory, the memory only needs 
to be "a persistent memory", please see par 13. The persistent storage 
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memory does not have to be the system's memory, please see par 58. 
The Said gaming apparatus is operable when said removable storage 
memory is removed from said gaming apparatus (i.e. the recorded logged 
event does not affect the operation of the gaming machine, thus, removing 
the persistent memory in which the messages are stored will not affect the 
system). 

f. Said gaming apparatus comprises crasli data information selected by a 
casino operator, said crasli data information resulting from a gaming apparatus 
failure. Since operating system, application system, mechanical and electrical 
components are part of the gaming system; the Examiner is interpreting the 
operating system failure, application software failure, a mechanical failure and an 
electrical failure/malfunction as error events that referred to as system events in 
Morrow's disclosure (Page 7 Par. 0057, Page 8 Par. 0061). 

g. Storing the pre-selected gaming apparatus data into a battery packed 
memory since battery packed memory are well known in the art to be persistent 
storage media. 

h. Said memory coupled to the processor includes a transferable portion for 
storing said information regarding said gaming apparatus, and wherein said 
controller is programmed to transfer said transferable portion from said memory 
operatively coupled to said processor to said removable storage memory (Claim 
99). 
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i. Said system comprising a plurality of gaming apparatuses being 
interconnected to form a network of gaming apparatuses (Page 7 Par. 0054) 

3. Morrow fails to specifically disclose: 

j. Said controller programmed to allow a person to make a wager 
k. Said controller programmed to cause a video image representing a casino 
type game to be generated. Casino type game such as video poker, video 
blackjack, video slots, video keno, or video bingo 

I. Said controller being programmed to determine a value payout associated 
with an outcome of said game 

4. However, in a similar inventive environment, Sarbin discloses a gaming machine 
comprising a data transfer system that operates by collecting data (such as game 
machine malfunction data) from game machines and transferring said data to a portable 
memory medium such as a smart card (Abstract). Sarbin further disclose: 

m. A controller programmed to allow a person to make a wager (Col 3 lines 
35-40) 

n. Said controller programmed to cause a video image representing a casino 
type game to be generated. Casino type game such as video poker, video 
blackjack, video slots, video keno, or video bingo (Col 3 lines 35 - 49) 
o. Said controller being programmed to determine a value payout associated 
with an outcome of said game (Col 3 lines 35-42) 

5. Morrow discloses that the invention is applicable to a casino type environment 
(Morrow's Fig 4, Page 1 Par 0003). It would have been obvious to someone of ordinary 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 2,71 8 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3714 

skill in the art to nriodify Morrow's system with Sarbin's teachings in a casino 
environment to collect gaming machine diagnostic related information for maintenance 
and system analyzation reasons. 

Examiner's Note 
Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1 .1 1 1, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 11(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 9/5/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

7. In regards to applicants argument that Morrow's gaming machine will fail to 
function once the removable storage medium is removed from the gaming machine, 
applicant should respectfully note that Morrow specifically teach that the events being 
monitored can be stored on the hard drive (i.e. where the operating system resides) or a 
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removable persistent storage memory similar to that describe by the applicant in 
applicants specification par 48. Furthermore, Morrow teaches that these monitored 
events are events which are manually selected to be monitored. Events such as coin in 
error, divide by zero error, hard disk error and so forth. As one can obviously see, these 
selected events are error/fault events selected by a person (i.e. a casino system 
manager) by choice based on there particular objective. This is the same as applicants 
claimed invention presented in the claims and explained in par 47, 48 and 49 of the 
specification. In the said pars, the events stored on the persistent storage media are 
also system events selected by a person. Please see par 2d-f for further explanation. 

8. In regards to applicants argument that par 1 3 of Morrow was taken out of 
context, applicant should further note that par 13 specifically describe a removable 
persistent storage media in exactly the same way shown in the applicant's specification. 
Par 58 specifically teaches that the monitored events could be stored on a removable 
persistent storage media. Par 1 3 was not taken out of context. 

9. In regards to applicant's argument that the game related data stored on Sarbin's 
removable storage media are insufficient to diagnose the reason for the apparatus 
failure. However, applicant's claims are directed to storing game data related to 
crash/failure data. Whether Sarbin's crash data are insufficient or not is irrelevant at this 
stage since the claim language only calls for a crash data or data relating to a 
crash/failure event. Applicant will need to claim the specific information that makes up a 
crash/failure data since each claims under persecution are subject to their broadest and 
reasonable interpretation. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tlie extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EMMANUEL OMOTOSHO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3106. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 10-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

EO 



/Ronald Laneau/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
12/5/08 



